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While a sparrow was standing on a tree, he heard an old man
crying. The sparrow flew quickly to the old man. He found out
that the man was blind and very hungry. So, the sparrow flew
to a fruitful tree and carried in its beak some fruit to the old
man. The old man ate and got satisfied, then, he praised Allah

and thanked the sparrow
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At night, it was very windy and rainy. The sparrow did not
know where to go. Finally, he decided to go to the old man's cot-
tage to shelter there till the morning.

The old man welcomed the sparrow. They agreed that the

sparrow would bring the old man the fruit in return of sleeping
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They remained so till the old man felt disturbed of the
sparrow's getting up so early. The old man decided to get rid
of the sparrow. "If | picked the fruit for myself ,"the old man
thought,"they would be more tasty, as the sparrow absorbs
some of their sweetness. At the same time, | would get rid of

the sparrow's disturbance."
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At the same time, the sparrow decided to tako some wood
from the old man's cottage to build himself a strong nest on
one of the trees and did not disturb himself with getting food
for the old man. So, he took the wood and built the nest and

hid there from the old man as well as from the wind and rain.
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The old man went to the tree to get himself some fruit. He
stood in front of the tree trying to get the fruit, but he could not
because he was not able to see.

The old man thought of a way to get the fruit. He shook the
tree, but only leaves fell down. He did not despair and shook the

tree again, but something else fell on his head.
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What a shock! It was the sparrow's nest built by the old man's
wood. The old man's head was cut and the sparrow came quickl
to see what happened. He found that his nest had been dropped
and his effort gone by.

And Thus, my friends, the old man lost his cottage because he
was greedy. Moreover, he got hungry all the day. The sparrow
as well, lost his nest wherein he would sleep because he did not

want to do good for the old man.
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The next day, the sparrow went to the old man. They apologized
to each other and agreed again that the sparrow would get the old

man the fruit and the old man would receive the sparrow at his

home.
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